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International Conference “Water Unites 2” – Strengthening Regional Dialogue and 

Cooperation on Water Resources Management 
 
Large dams in Central Asia were built in the Soviet period primarily for irrigation purposes. 
Electricity generated during the summer growing period was bartered with neighboring 
countries for coal and hydrocarbons in the winter period. After the Central Asian countries 
became independent and started to build a market economy it proved to be increasingly 
difficult to maintain the old system. In addition, climate change has negatively affected water 
supply in the Aral Sea basin. Upstream countries are regularly forced to use more water for 
electricity generation in winter time than envisaged in inter-state agreements. This negatively 
affects agriculture in downstream countries, especially in dry periods. Disputes over water 
among Central Asian countries have become a major stumbling block, hindering regional 
cooperation in general. The compound water, energy and food crisis of 2008-2009 put serious 
strain on inter-state relations. 
 
Weak regional institutions and obsolete legal frameworks prevent the development of 
effective, rational and mutually advantageous water-release and water-use regimes in Central 
Asia.   
 
On the basis of the outcomes of the first “Water Unites” conference (1 April, Berlin) the 
UNECE and GTZ elaborated a comprehensive, three-year technical assistance programme on 
water resources management.  The two Regional Advisors, on behalf of the UNECE – in 
cooperation with the Federal Foreign Office of Germany and GTZ, the German Development 
Agency, organized an international conference to launch the Programme, with the participation 
of high-level representatives of Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan as well as the European Union, UN specialized agencies, the 
UNDP and international financial institutions. 
 
The conference provided an opportunity for the provision of technical advice to top-level 
decision-makers and experts of Central Asian governments and to discuss the Programme. The 
programme component “Regional dialogue and cooperation on water resources management in 
Central Asia” developed and presented by the UNECE focused on the strengthening of 
regional institutions, modernization of legal frameworks and the development of a 
comprehensive and transparent regional database on water resources. Representatives of 
Central Asian countries fully supported the programme; subsequently, the Summit Meeting of 
Central Asian Heads of State, held on 24 April 2009 in Almaty invited the UN to provide 
assistance to the reform of regional institutions and modernization of legal frameworks. The 
UNECE started to implement the USD 1,75 million, three-year programme component funded 
by the Federal Government of Germany soon after the Summit.  
 
Click on www.unece.org/speca for more information. 
 
Thematic focus Venue Date Total participants 
Water resources 
management in Centr

Almaty 17-18 Nov. 2008 120 
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